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By Greg Wehner
The Southampton Town Trustees have decided to back off one pending lawsuit while continuing to
pursue two others, but with new counsel.

The decision to partially cut ties with Richard Cahn of Cahn & Cahn LLP in Huntington, the attorney
who has represented the Trustees, came at their most recent meeting on Wednesday, July 13,
after a string of lost court cases that has stripped the Trustees of authority over hardened
structures along oceanfront beaches—authority they’ve claimed since the Dongan Patent was put
into effect in 1686.

At the recommendation of Mr. Cahn, the Trustees have chosen to use the law firm of Sokoloff

Stern LLP of Carle Place to work on a pair of open cases.
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“Mr. Cahn is staying on as secondary role, but I'm assuming control of the cases,” said Steven
Stern of Sokoloff Stern.

Mr. Stern said he plans to turn around a trend of losses for the Trustees, and that he sees the
potential for strong defenses on their behalf. NEW MEMBERS:

KathyAlcott, HappyFest, KevinSheren
One case being taken over by Mr. Stern is an appeal of a decision handed down early this year by
State Supreme Court Justice Peter H. Mayer regarding the Trustees and the Village of West Good idea. | bunch of ; |

" . . : >"Good idea. | saw a bunch of cops acting really

Hampton Dunes. The casg was fliled |r.1 2006 by the Trustees against several homeowr.1ers in West strange last year - parked in their cars in an
Hampton Dunes, challenging their claim to several hundred feet of sand on the bay side of the obscure part of Southampton. It almost..." MORE
oceanfront village. The Trustees’ lawsuit was dismissed in January by Justice Mayer, who ruled >l can only hope that for $75 million the State has

that the plaintiffs had waited too long to claim ownership. included plans to add turning lanes on Route 114 at
its intersection with Stephen Hands..." MORE

RECENT COMMENT:

Sokoloff Stern will also be brought in to represent the Trustees as defendants in a lawsuit filed by
Southampton attorney Nica B. Strunk on behalf of property owners Kathleen Araskog Thomas,
Andrew S. Thomas, Rand V. Araskog and Jessi M. Araskog on October 21, 2015. It alleges that
the Village of Southampton and the Trustees are unfairly and illegally allowing vehicles on a small

portion of ocean beach known as the “Picnic Area” during the day in summertime, while excluding }'ﬂllf EXPEftatm“S

them from other beaches. Think far and beyand what
you've ever expected from

The Trustees have agreed to pay Mr. Cahn $290 per hour as a consultant to Sokoloff Stern for an IRRIGATION COMPANY

both cases, as well as $275 per hour to the law firm for a partner and $250 per hour for an --- and you'll think of us.

associate in Trustees v. West Hampton Dunes. /

Mr. Stern is no stranger to municipal law, having represented East Hampton Town and the Town @)

of Southampton in several cases in the past. RE IRRIGATION.LLC

&31-288-1087

“I'm honored and proud to have been chosen to represent the Trustees, a board that goes back to www.rbirrigation.net

the 17th century,” he said. “I'm looking forward to providing them very strong defenses in these

cases.”

Also at the July 13 meeting, the Trustees voted to discontinue another suit, this one against the
State Department of Environmental Conservation and the Village of Southampton. The Trustees
had filed the suit in 2013, objecting to homeowners rebuilding bulkheads along the ocean that the
village and DEC had allowed without their permission.

Because a court ruling earlier this year determined that the Trustees have no jurisdiction in the
matter, they decided it was a moot point and will step away from the case.

rosracomen I I - I I QSRS

http://www.27east.com/news/article.cfm/General-Interest-Southampton/487795/Trustees-Enlist-New-Help-For-Lawsuits 12



7/19/2016 Southampton Town Trustees Enlist New Help For Lawsuits - Southampton - 27east

OTHER ARTICLES YOU MIGHT LIKE

o 1. Police: Six Sold Alcohol .To Minors In Sting Targeting
> East Hampton Puts $30 Million Into CPF Buys In : 3
First Half Of 2016 Jul 19, 2016 2:09 PM Southampton Town Businesses 43 comments OF SOC|A| MED|A

. - . X 2. UPDATE: Calone Concedes, Throne-Holst
> Cyril's, Dutch Motel Get Big Fines For Violations In Celebrates Democratic Primary Victory After Absentee WE MAKE IT SIMPLE.
East Hampton Jul 19, 2016 1:52 PM Votes Are Tallied 41 comments
> Southampton Village Board Won't Consider Picnic 3. Southampton Town Makes Offer To Purchase The
Area Beach Parking Limits Until After Summer Jul 18, Hills Property In East Quogue 46 comments

2016 11:22 AM
4. Organizers: Sunday's Black Lives Matter Protest Is

First Of Several To Come On East End 99 comments

7. Mother Of Fallen Marine Pulls Out Of Soldier Ride
The Hamptons 2 comments

8. Pair Of Off-Duty Lifeguards Pull Two Young
Swimmers From Surf At Ponquogue Beach 12 comments

POST A COMMENT

sstern: Add a comment

)

Please note that html-formatted comments are not allowed. All formatting will be removed upon submission.

,ys At Coopers Beach 268 Meadow Ln, Southampton Village
E = Denation: $40 VEHICLE including passengers
Tickets can be purchased in advance at the Southampton Chamber of Commerce

27EAST.COM QUICK Hamptons News Hamptons Real Estate Hamptons Classified
LINKS Southampton News Property Sales Help Wanted

East Hampton News Rentals Yard Sales

Schools Search

Politics Market Trends

Police Report (View a sample issue)

http://www.27east.com/news/article.cfm/General-Interest-Southampton/487795/Trustees-Enlist-New-Help-For-Lawsuits

TAP INTO THE POWER

5. Three-Vehicle Crash Causes Injuries In Front Of T OW N

Water Mill Post Office Monday Afternoon 9 comments

6. One Person Airlifted After Wednesday Night SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING
Motorcycle Crash On County Road 39 In Southampton TOWNCRIERSOCIAL.COM -« (631) 291-3042
2 comments

22



